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Fact Sheet
The Wakpa Triennial Art Festival is a new art triennial that will be launched in summer 2023 in the St Paul and Minneapolis metro area. 
Basic details:
· Event will run from June 24 through September 16, 2023.
· The event will feature approximately 35 temporary outdoor public art installations throughout the St. Paul and Minneapolis metro area by a diverse group of Minnesota-based artists, along with related gallery and museum projects, presented primarily by small-to-mid-sized arts and cultural organizations.
· PASP is commissioning artists to create new work, based on the strength of the artists’ past work and their resonance with the Triennial theme. The majority of Wakpa Triennial artists will be artists of color. 
· Organized and run by Public Art Saint Paul with support from the PASP board, national advisors, a curatorial advisory team (details below), and more than 20 organizational partners.
· The theme for the inaugural Wakpa Triennial is “Network of Mutuality,” a phrase from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail. 
· Funded by Public Art Saint Paul, grants, sponsorships, and donations. Current funders include: the Joyce Foundation, the Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts, John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, St Paul and Minnesota Foundation, Saint Paul Cultural Star, Mairs & Power, Barr Engineering, and Founding Patrons Nancy and Steve Apfelbacher, Lisa Arnold and Hamlin Metzger, John and Ruth Huss, and Kay Thomas and Jim Rustad.
· Most Wakpa Triennial events are free and open to the public; some special events and tours will be ticketed.
· The name of the event, Wakpa, was inspired by the region’s rich Dakota history and contemporary culture and the fact that the Twin Cities inhabits Dakota land. Wakpa means “river” in Dakota. The Mississippi River, one of the world’s largest and most legendary rivers, defines the Twin Cities metro area. 
· The Saint Paul-Minneapolis area is home to 55,000 creative workers who make up a strong, diverse, world-class arts community and boasts being home to about 900 arts and culture nonprofits. (CreativeMN, 2017)
· Bus tours, bike tours, a Wakpa Triennial booklet, banners, billboards, and signage will encourage accessibility to the art projects
· More information can be found at www.publicartstpaul.org/wakpa

Festival Organization + Support:
Project Director and Co-curator: Colleen Sheehy, Ph.D., Executive Director, Public Art Saint Paul
Local Curatorial Advisory Team: Tia-Simone Gardner, Pao Houa Her, Hapistinna Grace Horne, and Maria Cristina Tavera, all artists based in the Twin Cities.
National Advisors: Elizabeth Armstrong, independent curator, Palm Springs; Tom Fisher, Minnesota Design Center, U of MN; Kendal Henry, Director of Per Cent for Art Program, New York City; Marisa Lerer, Associate Professor of Art History, Manhattan College; Mary Jane Jacob, Professor, School of the Art Institute of Chicago; Hesse McGraw, Executive Director, Contemporary Art Museum-Houston; Shelly Willis, freelance public art curator, Sacramento
Communications and Event Planning Partner: Tunheim, an award-winning communications firm, led by CEO and thought leader Kathy Tunheim
Public Art Saint Paul places artists in leading roles to shape public spaces, improve city systems, and deepen civic engagement. Now in its 35th year, PASP is recognized for leading public art in new directions, taking cues from artists, communities, and collaborators. Its accomplishments include the City Artist Program with artists collaborating with City staff to create a vibrant and responsive City, giving birth to the beloved Sidewalk Poetry Program, Pop Up Meeting, Urban Flower Field, and city-wide small public art along city streets. PASP advocacy for the City of Saint Paul’s Public Art Ordinance led to its passage in 2009, generating more than $2 million in public art commissions throughout Saint Paul. Since 1998, when PASP partnered with the City of Saint Paul’s Department of Parks and Recreation to transform Western Park into Western Sculpture Park, the organization has continued to create sculpture and host ongoing programs in this city park, located in the diverse neighborhoods of Frogtown and Rondo. PASP supports artists exploring the innovative edges of public art practice in its “Next Public Art,” in such programs as the City Arts Collaboratory, Distinguished Public Artist Annual Program, and The Art of Food in Frogtown and Rondo. The organization has mounted major events including MN Rocks: An International Stone Carving Symposium (2006), Wing Young Huie’s University Avenue Project (2010), Seitu Jones’s CREATE: The Community Meal (2014), Bee Real Bee Everywhere (Christine Baeumler, Amanda Lovelee, Julie Benda, 2016 – 2019), and Aardvark in the Park (2019). 
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