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About the Organizer

Festival Organization + Support:

Project Director and Co-curator: Colleen Sheehy, Ph.D.                                                          Executive Director, Public Art Saint Paul
Local Curatorial Advisory Team: Tia-Simone Gardner, Pao Houa Her, Hapistinna Grace Horne, and Maria Cristina Tavera, all artists based in the Twin Cities 
National Advisors: Elizabeth Armstrong, independent curator, Palm Springs; Tom Fisher, Minnesota Design Center, U of MN; Kendal Henry, Director of Per Center for Art, Department of Cultural Affairs, New York City; Marisa Lerer, Associate Professor of Art History, Manhattan College; Mary Jane Jacob, Professor and Director of Exhibitions and Exhibitions Studies, School of the Art Institute of Chicago; Hesse McGraw, Executive Director, Contemporary Art Museum-Houston; Shelly Willis, freelance public art curator, Sacramento
Communications and Event Planning Partner: Tunheim, an award-winning communications firm, led by CEO and thought leader Kathy Tunheim
Public Art Saint Paul places artists in leading roles to shape public spaces, improve city systems, and deepen civic engagement. Now in its 35th year, PASP is recognized for leading public art in new directions, taking cues from artists, communities, and City collaborators. Its accomplishments include the City Artist Program with artists collaborating with City staff to create a vibrant and responsive City, giving birth to the beloved Sidewalk Poetry Program, Pop Up Meeting, Urban Flower Field, and city-wide small public art along city streets. PASP advocacy for the City of Saint Paul’s Public Art Ordinance led to its passage in 2009, generating more than $2 million in public art commissions throughout Saint Paul. Since 1998, when PASP partnered with the City of Saint Paul’s Department of Parks and Recreation to transform Western Park into Western Sculpture Park, the organization has continued to create sculptures and host ongoing programs in this city park, located in the diverse neighborhoods of Frogtown and Rondo. PASP supports artists exploring the innovative edges of public art practice in its “Next Public Art,” in programs such as the City Arts Collaboratory, Distinguished Public Artist Annual Program, and The Art of Food in Frogtown and Rondo. The organization has mounted major events, including MN Rocks: An International Stone Carving Symposium (2006), Wing Young Huie’s University Avenue Project (2010), Seitu Jones’s CREATE: The Community Meal (2014), Bee Real Bee Everywhere (Christine Baeumler, Amanda Lovelee, Julie Benda, 2016 – 2019), and Aardvark in the Park (2019). 
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