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The Wakpa Triennial Art Festival is a new public art triennial to be held in St. Paul, Minneapolis, and select satellite locations during the summer of 2023. The high-visibility event, led by Public Art Saint Paul (PASP), will feature approximately 35 new, temporary art installations by a diverse group of artists. The 12-week-long Triennial festival will start June 24, 2023 and run through September 16, 2023.
The name “Wakpa” adopts the Dakota word for “river,” chosen through a process of consultation among the project team of PASP staff and Board, curatorial advisors, Dakota leaders and artists, and other stakeholders. Wakpa, was inspired by the region’s rich Dakota history and contemporary culture and the fact that the Twin Cities inhabits Dakota land. The name “river” speaks to the Mississippi River, one of the world’s largest and most legendary rivers, that defines the Twin Cities metro area and the lives of the people here.

The Wakpa Triennial is currently in the final planning phase to present in summer 2023. The event is supported and funded by sponsorships, grants, and private donations. PASP’s Executive Director Colleen Sheehy is leading the effort with a core team including a group of national and local advisors, project managers and programmers, organizational partners, and PASP Board and staff.
The Wakpa Triennial Art Festival will feature compelling artists whose work will foster reflection and interchanges among visitors. This major event will also bring dynamic activities to neighborhoods and key areas such as downtown St. Paul and Minneapolis, the Mississippi Riverfront, the University Avenue Corridor, and cultural destination areas. The event is a showcase of the Twin Cities, instilling pride in the area through a cultural event that foregrounds artists as leaders who can spark ideas and promote creative thinking about our current conditions and future dreams. 
The theme for the inaugural event is “Network of Mutuality,” a phrase from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Letter from Birmingham Jail that emphasizes social justice and interdependence. The theme intersects with Dakota/Lakota philosophies of “all my relations” or “all my relatives,” which expands to include the more-than-human world of all life. These ideas provide a rich framework for the selection of artists who are invited to participate and a context for artists to develop new work. 
“The artists and artwork will be complemented by a roster of programs throughout the summer, including what we’re calling “Critical Conversations” that will bring people together to share and dream about the future we want to build in the Twin Cities,” said Project Director Colleen Sheehy. 
The Wakpa Triennial will be presented in a new form with a new theme every three years, with the next edition in 2026.
Wakpa Triennial Art Festival contributors include a local curatorial advisory team, the artists Tia-Simone Gardner, Hapistinna Grace Horne, Pao Houa Her, and Maria Cristina Tavera, as well as national advisors Elizabeth Armstrong, independent curator, Palm Springs; Tom Fisher, Minnesota Design Center, U of MN; Kendal Henry, Director of Per Cent for Art Program, New York City; Marisa Lerer, Associate Professor of Art History, Manhattan College; Mary Jane Jacob, Professor, School of the Art Institute of Chicago; Hesse McGraw, Executive Director, Contemporary Art Museum-Houston; Shelly Willis, freelance public art curator, Sacramento.
Most installations will be free and open to the public. There will also be a few ticketed events and tours. An expanded PASP staff team, organizational partners, and volunteers will be working the event. 
Since 1987, Public Art Saint Paul has placed artists in leading roles to shape public spaces, improve city systems, and deepen civic engagement. Through daring leadership, PASP champions innovative public art practice, imagining and creating with artists, civic leaders, and neighbors a 21st-century city that is just, sustainable and beautiful.
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